The coagulation system.
Congenital and acquired hypercoagulable states arise from an imbalance between procoagulant and anticoagulant activity. Although these imbalances are present throughout the entire vascular tree, thrombotic lesions are usually localized in discrete segments of the veins or arteries and in certain organ systems. Thus, hypercoagulable states are likely to be associated with focal defects in the vascular wall to produce thrombosis. Many recently described factors are associated with hypercoagulability. Because thrombosis is a disease in which genetic and acquired risk factors interact dynamically, a thorough history, family history, and physical examination should be performed before ordering an extensive and costly coagulation panel.